
“Springtime is the land  

reawakening. The 

March winds are the 

morning yawn.” 

- Lewis Gizzard 

Interested? 
Maybe you know a friend who would love to work on the farm in exchange for a 

share of fresh produce. We are more than happy to answer your questions about 

the program! You can sign up as late June 1, 2020.  Call (610) 558-6799 or email 

redhillfarm@osfphila.org. 
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Buy a CSA Membership 

today! 

 

To sign-up, email  

redhillfarm@osfphila.org 

or call (610) 558-6799. 

 

Check out 

www.redhillfarm.org 

for more information. 
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Ruthanne. 
“I love digging in the dirt. I do.” Ruthanne, workshare 

member for six  years, has been in the garden ever 

since she was a child. Her parents had a victory garden. 

She remembers riding in a wagon to her family’s plot to 

harvest vegetables with her parents. Growing up, she 

ate plenty of fresh vegetables year-round thanks to her 

grandparents who canned the summer’s harvest for the 

winter months. 

Later in life—after retiring from her career—Ruthanne’s 

daughter finally won her over and they became CSA members at Red Hill Farm, splitting 

their weekly share of vegetables. During that first year of joining the farm, Ruthanne volun-

teered once a week. “I really enjoy being outside,” she said.  “I have a lot of flower beds at 

my home but I can’t grow my own vegetables because of all of my outdoor pets.” She refers 

to the birds, deer, and foxes as her pets that she loves to watch in the early mornings.  

Ruthanne was such a consistent volunteer, Lilley suggested that she become a workshare 

member. “It was something fun to do and it also made me feel good. So I thought, ‘Why 

not?’” she said.  Rain or shine, Ruthanne shows up to do the day’s work. “I don’t mind the 

rain and the heat comes and goes. The work is definitely challenging at times,” she noted. 

When planting seedlings in the early months, she thinks to herself, “Will we ever get to the 

end of the row? And then I look up, and we made it!” She likes seeing the farm become “so 

pretty” after a day of weeding or planting neat rows of seedlings.” Ruthanne smiles as she 

remembers the feeling of finishing a task, “Wow, I accomplished a lot today and when it’s all 

done, it looks so nice.” 

The farm tends to be a social place attracting different types of people. This is part of the 

reason Ruthanne keeps coming back. She calls it “building garden friendships.” At Red Hill 

Farm, one never knows who will appear to volunteer or work during the growing season. “I 

love interacting with the different people who move through the farm,” Ruthanne explained. 

When Ruthanne isn’t helping to make the farm look nice, she spends her time visiting 

friends, reading, tending her flower garden, feeding her “outdoor pets,” and cooking. She’s 

eager for spring to come again and to start working on the farm. For everyone thinking 

about becoming a workshare, she advises, “Be prepared for the physical aspect. There is a 

lot of bending and stooping involved! It’s hard work—but very fulfilling.” 

Thank you, Ruthanne, for your positivity and commitment!  

The Red Hill Root 



A Look into the Past 

In 1871 the Sisters of St. Francis made their new home on some of the last undevel-

oped land in Delaware County. The property was originally used for orchards, vege-

table production, and dairy farming along with the rearing of other animals. The bus-

tling farm was managed by John Moran. Together the sisters and John maintained 

the land as a farm. The sisters enjoyed the animals—even the donkey who ate their 

clothes off of the drying line from time to time. Mother Agnes, leader of the congrega-

tion at the time, adored the farm animals and working with the land. Connecting with 

nature through the farmland helped the sisters live out their Franciscan tradition of 

caring for creation. In Our Diamond Crown written by Sister Barnaba in 1930, stories 

of Mother Agnes and the sisters settling into their new home are told: 

 “It was no unusual sight to behold Mother wielding the various garden implements 

with a skill and endurance equal to that of the best workman. The flowers and vege-

tables seemed to spring up almost magically where her spade and hoe had prepared 

the soil. In this work she seemed to find rest and relaxation from the many cares at-

tendant upon her official duties.” 

*Photographs and written records courtesy of OLA Archives 

Spring Awakenings 

This time of year is filled with such promise and hope.  Bulbs burst from 
the ground and show off the beautiful flowers we have waited all winter to 
see.  The buds of flowering trees and shrubs show their colors and begin to 
open.  The birds are busy and their song seems louder.  Days become longer 
and we welcome the chance to throw open the window for some fresh air.  
My recommendation to you?  Get out in nature.  You can’t go wrong.   

                 

 

How Are We Doing? 

Have any thoughts, ques-

tions, or concerns about the 

farm? Let us know!  

Contact us at: 

redhillfarm@osfphila.org 

Coffee &  
Climate Change 

In honor of 
Earth Day, Red Hill Farm is 
screening the documentary 
Paris to Pittsburgh directed 
by Sidney Beaumonte and 
Michael Bonfiglio and nar-
rated by Rachel Brosnahan. 
The film features how 
American cities are solving 
climate change problems. 

There will be complimentary 
coffee, tea, and morning 
treats. After the screening, 
we’ll have a short debriefing 
session to reflect on the 
documentary and to discuss 
ways in which we can be-
come more proactive in ad-
dressing the challenges of 
climate change.  

We believe it’s important to 
learn how to be a better 
steward of Earth. Join us as 
we learn how we can take 
care of our planet. RSVP to  

redhillfarm@osfphila.org. 

This event is free.  

Saturday, April 18  

10 AM -12 PM 


